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IMPACT GRANTS
Franklin Middle School – Tiarra Baker and Molly Hooper
No Waste: Cardboard Creations
Chomp Saws and accessories provide a more precise method for cutting, attaching, and manipulating cardboard, for hands-on learning experience. Students create a solution using cardboard boxes, reusable screws, hinges, and other available tools.  Students work on prototyping ideas, sketching out their ideas and then make 3D prototypes. 
Booker T. Washington Elementary – Danielle Schaub and Rachel Hinds
KidCasters: Classroom Happenings!
Third graders in room 213 will become podcasters! The students will write, then read and record summaries of classroom activities and school events as scripts, leading to reading fluency growth. The students will learn to work as a team and become better communicators. 
Urbana High School and Urbana Middle School - Stacey Peterik (UHS) and Erin Claxon (UMS)
Enhancing Student Voice Through Performance Technology 

Funds will be used to update the microphone system to improve the quality of school performances and provide students with innovative, hands-on learning experiences that nurture their growth as performers, technicians, and leaders.

Yankee Ridge – Beatriz Vela and Natalia Martinez de Lizarrondo
Bringing Habitats to Life 
1st grade students will see animals in environments that look like their real habitats with a field trip to Aikman Wildlife Center. This experience will be the final activity in a science unit about animals and where they live. 
Central High School – Shane Rodems and Emily Pickell
Art Frames for Library 

This project will create a permanent installation in the Library entryway for student artwork to be showcased all year. Students will learn about art presentation and the challenges of curating and analyzing artwork. 
Carrie Busey – Ana Plazolles and Rachel Pacey
Opening a Window for MLLs with Special Needs 
English Language Learners with special needs will now have Pocketalk translation devices that allow students and teachers to translate instruction and conversation in multiple languages, bridging the learning and linguistic gap.

You Be the Paleoanthropologist submitted by Zachary Cain and Brad Vonck (Edison MS) Students learning about early humans will now have models of skulls to use like actual paleoanthropologists. They can measure, record, and analyze the various fossil skulls of our early human ancestors to gain a better understanding of how they changed over time.
The Power of Printmaking submitted by Melinda Watts-Ellis and Janice Knight (Urbana MS) Students will have the tools they need to learn the printmaking process. Printmaking is a foundation for understanding many forms of printed material that the students encounter every day.
Books submitted by Alba Fernandez Sanchez and Raquel Ferrer Sanchez (Urbana Early Childhood) this grant funds books and literacy materials to incorporate interactive activities—such as dramatic re-enactments, storytelling with felt boards and puppetry. 
Play with Purpose: Exploring CKLA Knowledge Units submitted by Jamie Jones and Amanda Nelson (Leal Elementary). Funds will be used to build a dramatic play inventory for creating play centers where students will have the opportunity to step into the roles, settings, and stories they are learning about; fostering collaboration, creativity, and social-emotional growth as students “live” the learning together.
Bringing Books Home submitted by Rebecca Neihengen and Margarita Gallardo (Urbana MS) this grant promotes reading by making online Spanish books more accessible to students. Titles will be added to the school’s digital library so students can access them from their school device at any time of day.
Today a Reader Tomorrow a Leader- Decodable books for older students submitted by Ashley Daly and Madison Stark (Barkstall Elementary) This grant provides engaging decodable stories for upper elementary students that are reading significantly below grade level. Stories that align with a student’s actual grade level will be more interesting and encourage a love of reading.
Animal Science Field trip submitted by Patricia Leon Quecan and Lissa Villa (Yankee Ridge) Funds will send 76 students to the Scovill Zoo for an invaluable opportunity to see real animals and explore their natural habitats firsthand. Students will actively observe animals, ask questions, and make discoveries in English, Spanish, and French, which encourages curiosity and critical thinking.
Makers in Motion submitted by Kirsten Pflum and Chloe Pence (Bottenfield Elementary) This project will create a STEM/Makerspace in 2nd grade classrooms where students can explore engineering, coding, and design through hands-on challenges by working with building kits, robotics, and creative materials.
Standing Desks for Focus submitted by Jenny Slagor and Cheryl Morton (Central HS) This grant makes it possible to incorporate standing desks on casters in the Special Education Department. The standing desks can be utilized in various classrooms each hour and moved as needed between classes.
STEAMtown is Back!! Submitted by Maggie Beckett and Sofia Brown (Carrie Busey Elementary) STEAMtown invites young learners to engage in group-based problem solving that connects with and deepens their understanding of curriculum. Project based activities spark curiosity and creativity while fostering essential skills such as collaboration, troubleshooting, critical thinking, and reflective writing. 
Phonics Activity Books submitted by Gina Hanna and Tiffany Clark (Leal Elementary) This grant will provide Catch-Up Activity Books that go along with the decodable book sets the students are using. They are designed with engaging topics, characters, and relevant storylines to the students’ age.
AACs for Inclusive Play submitted by Megan Nierenhausen (Garden Hills Elementary) This grant will provide augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) picture vocabulary boards on the school playground. These boards facilitate communication between neuro diverse students and their peers.
Reading It Out! submitted by Rachel Daly (Leal Elementary) Grant funds will be used to purchase books for the schools Battle of the Books reading incentive program offered to 4th and 5th graders. 
PE - Caring for Special Education Students submitted by Gonzolo Ferrando (Urbana MS) funds will purchase specific Physical Education equipment to support the unique needs of Special Education students. 
Transition Time submitted by Quinn Robinson (Urbana Early Childhood) Funds will be used to purchase supplies to create visual representations of the various school day activities to foster independence.
Bintastic LibraryI submitted by Kellie Clinton (Westview Elementary) this grant will allow the librarian to organize the books in a more accessible and browseable space that students can use independently.
 Seated for Success: Flexible Seating for Fidgety Students submitted by Kaleigh Clark (Carrie Busey Elementary) This grant brings flexible seating into the 3rd-grade classroom, providing students with a variety of seating options such as wobble stools and floor cushions.
Accessible Science Lab: Physics & Chemistry for all submitted by Cristina Martin (Urbana HS) funds will provide hands-on stations where students in special education can safely explore concepts like motion, energy, electricity, density, and chemical reactions. 
Expanding Artistic Experiences submitted by Les Kutz (Dr. Williams Elementary) funds for this grant will purchase various materials needed to replenish the drawing, collage, painting, and 3D sculpture art stations in the art classroom. 
Increasing Library Checkouts through Dynamic Shelving submitted by Caroline Tee (Jefferson MS) this grant will purchase supplies so that library books can be displayed similar to how books are displayed in a bookstore, making them more visible and appealing to students.
Masterpiece Showcase! Submitted by Emily Pawlicki (BT Washington Elementary) Plexiglass frames for the hallway outside the art classroom will display student work in a protected way that more closely mirrors how professional artists display their work.
Pastry People Stand Mixer submitted by Jennifer Meline (Franklin MS) The pastry club has exploded in popularity and this grant will support a stand mixer to efficiently prepare large batches of doughs, batters, and frostings for participant projects.
GaGa Pit submitted by Jenny Weiss (Dr. Williams Elementary) Funds will purchase this popular game device to foster sportsmanship, social interaction and communication among students. 
Mrs. Rexroad's Calming Corner submitted by Caitlin Rexroad (Urbana MS) This grant will be used to create a calming corner within the speech and language office, where students can go to self-regulate, reset, and regain emotional balance.
Adapted PE submitted by Dejanna Blair (King Elementary School) This grant supports students with different ability levels with adaptive P.E. tools to be successful.
Learning Under the Stars submitted by Kinziba Kalonji (Stratton) This grant funds a field trip that will be the culmination of the Astronomy and Solar System unit with a hands-on learning experience at the Staerkel Planetarium. 
Writing Rocks! submitted by Lisa Nguyen (Westview Elementary) Funds will go to publishing students final writing projects in a professionally bound book that students will keep. Students will go through the process of prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. 
Speed Stacking submitted by Tim Bicknell (Kenwood Elementary) This grant will fund the purchase of a Speed Stacking game set. Students are challenged to use both sides of their brain to successfully complete various stacking challenges in this exciting indoor P.E. activity.
Chocolate to Enhance Student Engagement submitted by Erica Wood (Jefferson MS) This project uses chocolate to explore how it has been used in past civilizations. Students will explore chocolate not merely as a sweet, but as a lens through which to examine history, economics, and rhetoric.
Building Mathematicians! Submitted by Jacqueline Hammond (Urbana MS). The funds for this project will be used for intervention materials to create charts with visuals and graphics to better support MLL students’ understanding of Math concepts. 
Kindness Rocks! submitted by Alyssa Ginzburg (Urbana 6th Grade Center) The funds for this project will support materials for a community service project all 6th graders will participate in by painting kindness rocks to display around all Urbana elementary schools. 
SEL Book Library submitted by Karen Snook (Westview Elementary) Funds will be used to purchase books for the library that support students’ social emotional learning through relevant stories.
Optics, waves and fluids submitted by Natalia Pastor Garcia (Urbana MS) This grant makes possible the purchase of various science materials to expand student interest and understanding of different fields of science such as hydrostatic pressure, optics and waves.
APES and Environmental Science Projects/Labs submitted by Joan Jach (Urbana HS) Students in Environmental Science classes will now have access to lab materials to conduct data collection of various natural systems (insects, trees, plants, soil, etc.) for a more hands-on learning experience.
Building a Love of Music submitted by Jennifer Immke (Carrie Busey) This grant allows all 4th grade students who have been learning how to play the ukulele in music class the opportunity to expand their skills by building their very own ukulele.
Enhancing the 5th Grade CKLA Curriculum with Literature and Art submitted by Sarah Iehl (Dr. Howard Elementary) This grant will help enhance the 5th grade CKLA reading curriculum by providing students with books on Early American Civilizations, The Renaissance, and Don Quixote. 
Enriching Ensembles submitted by Brandon Douglas (Dr. Williams Elementary) This grant will purchase resources to build the ensemble repertoire for the elementary music program, with the goal of increasing music literacy, ensemble skills, and build their confidence as musicians.
Sensory Tools and Calm Down Corner submitted by Melissa Sanders (Thomas Paine Elementary) This grant supports materials for a calm down area with sensory tools and items to help students learn self-regulation skills.
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