
CUSF Master Grant Proposal:
Integrating Graphic Novels into a New American Studies Curdculum.

Proposal Summary:

This grant is an attempt to inlegrate higher interest reading matorial into a new American Studics
curiculun at the I 1'n grade level. Urbana High School has committed to creating a new American
SlLLdies course that involves true oollaboration a$oss the history and English curriculums. The
teachers involved in this new class would like to use four gmphic novels over the entirely ofthe
one-year coufse as a way to engage student learning at a higher level. f'lleso novels wodd be
balanced with traditional novels, supplied by UHS, and students would be inslructed itl thc
appropdate way to road and process inlbrmation through the innoaative graphic novol format. OLLr
desile to use graphic novels it'l the classroom on a more systematio basis comes liom a need to
create more historical empathy on the part of otll students, and the impoftance ofhelping otu
students understand new ar1d innovative ways to elgage with reading. Thus, the novels we would
like to purchase all fbcus on the experience ofindividuals caught up in the history o1'their tine, and
are allhighly rated novels that encompass a vaxiety ofgraphio styles. These novels includc:

I l.Jnderstanding Comics by Scott Mccloud
2. The Arrival by Shaul Tan
3. Khrgs in Dissuise by James Vance aud l)avid Burr
4. Last Dav in vietnam by Will Eisner
5. Pridc of Baqhdad by Briar K. Vaughan

Thc spccilic goals ofthis proposal are:

1. Creating learDing oppodLlnities for students that go beyond the typical novels used in alr
American Studics course, with the intent of deepening d1e understarding oI Ame carl
history and literatule,

2. lncorporate instruction in the reading ofgraphic novels into taditional American literature
I 1'" grade curriculum.

3. Deepen unde$tallcling ofhistorical events through the use ofgraphic novels that lbcrLs on
the everyday people who expcrienced those events.

4, Assist studeDts ir1 creating a synthesis oflearning by using graphic novels, prirnary and
secondary soruces, and classroorn instuction to create persuasive essays that answer
debalable questions fiom American history.

5. Creale oppodunities for sludeDts to engage with and critically evaluate contemporary
nrctalure.

The specilic outcomes of this proposal arc:

1. Increase student interest in reading and contemporary literature.
2. Increase student ulderstanding ofhistorical events and their effects on the people involved

in those events.
3. Improved student analysis ofprimary and secondary sources relaled to the graphic novels in

this proposal by giving students an accessible base ofinlormation ftom which to begin.
4. lmpfoved sludent persuasire writ ing.
5. Increase in ability of students to c tically analyze contemporary and traditional literature.



CUSF Master Grant Proposali
Integrating Graphic Novels into a Nery American Studies Curriculum

Description ofproposal based on sel€ction criteria:

INNOVATION:

This proposal is extremely innovative, as it seeks to incorporate new ways oflooking at ljterature
and history into a new American StLrdies cLmiculum at Urbana High School. The research that has
becn oompleted around the use of Graphic Novels in the classroom shows clearly that this is a new
and legitimate medium (Eggers 2000) that works to create high inlerest in text reading (Lavin
1998). Italso promoles literacy (Weiner 2002) in new and engaging ways for our students. This is
innovation that is proven effective.

IMPACT:

The use ofgraphic novels iD the classroom can have a df,a.matic and importanl impact o[ our
students. Given the chance to engage with text and history outside ofthe methods oftextbooks and
traditional novels, students show higher interest in the cortent (Ilruggeman 1997) and the
development of more complex cognitive reading skills (Weiner 2002). This particular proposal has
the added impact ofbeing part of anew Amedcan Studies progra.m at Urbana Fligh School. lhis
prograrn will impact Urbara's social studies studcots fbr years to come, aod is setting a fbundation
for new ways oflearning in Urbana.

NtrDD:

Cunently the 11rr'grade American Studies curriculun at UHS is based on a series of l"radilioml
novels that many students do )1ot find particularly inlereslill9. Our goal with *ris proposal is not to
supplant all ofthe traditional novels that are taugbt at the 11"' grade leveljust because students flnd
fiem a little boring. Instead, we seek to replaca a selecl few novols and integlate these higher
interest graphic novels in their place. Fo( exan]ple, students axe ollen aslcd 10 read Uptol
SnclaiLr's The Jungle dwing thefu jrurior year. This is a novel that is often taughl at the collegiate
level, and can be challenging for the average 1 1'" grader. We would like 10 teach select exccrpts
ftom'I'he Jungle, coupled wrthThe Arrival, which is a high engaging graphic novel about the
immigrant experience. It is our beliel and the research shows that our students will have a higher
levcl of engagement and a deeper level ofundersta.rding thoogh this method.

Fmnldy, the reaso[ these kinds ofmethods have not been used in the past is more monetary than
anything clsc. We know what to do to engage students in reading and understanding these historical
events, but we sinply do rT ot have the funding to make it happen. The need for this grant is
Lherefore very irnmediate and very great.

DUR-A.TIONl

The novels purchased wilh the monies fiom this grant will have a long-term impact on the students
of Urbana Iligh School. By purchasing books that supplement the cuniculum in this fashjon, we
expect that at least five to ten years of students will have access to these books (ifnot more). Since
we will teach two sections ofthis course every year tlat means about 50-60 students per year will
use the books, and al least 500-600 students will be impacted over the life ofthe books. Since this
is also a new American Studies class, and the admiDistration at UHS has committed to expanding



the program in the futlre, i1 is feasible that this initial pruchase ofthe novels will help to create a
curdculum based arould the use ofgraphic novels that will impact many more students, school-
wide. It is our hope that establishing the use ofgraphic novels in the 11'o grade American Studies
cturiculum will lead to the adoption ofthese methods by other sections ofthis course in the futule.
We hope this will be the beginning ofa high interest English and history curriculurn that will
engage orrl stLLdents and it1crease their lean'ing for years to come.

FEASIBILITY:

This proposal is desigDed to be particularly realislic in scope and time. Since UI{S has already
agreed to croate this new American Studies course for the 2009/2010 school year, the graphic
novels from this proposal will be used in the classroom stafiing in September of2009 and extending
tbrough May of2010. This course will then repeat, successl'ully implementing innovative
cunicuhLm changes irto dre UHS social studies and English depatments lbr ma[y yea$ to come.

PLANNING:

This proposal is the rcsult of several years of research by the teachers involved. As graphic novels
have become more accepted in American litemture ard Ame can society, they have also becone an
innovative paft ofAmerica's classrooms. The research is now cluite clear that studonts who are
properly prepared to read and understand graphic novels demonstrate expanded literacy skills
(Lavin 1998) and higher interest in reading (Weiner 2002).

Therelbre, our proposal is designed 10 give our students appropdate instructiol ifl how io read
graphic novels, Instruction will begin with all exploration oD the graphic flovel format, using
Understanding Comics by Scott McCloud, and, The Attiwl by Shaun Tan. This instuction will
cofiespond wilh the hislo cal time pedod of sl\dy, as The Affival is a novel aboul the immigratioLl
expert911c9,

Aftor studcnts havc an appropriate basis for understanding the genre, they will be expected 10 read
tlueg other novels over the course ofthe year, witlr each novel focusing on a specific historical era
in American lristory. Their second novel, Kingr in Disguise, foc\tses on the experignca of
Americans during the Great Depression, which is the core unit offrc second quarler, The third
tovel, Wotchmen, ts an exploration ofthe tensions undergirding the Cold War. And the final novel,
Pride of Baghdad, is the story oflhe Iraq War fron the view offour lions who cscapcd from the
Baghdad Zoo. T1'rus, each novel covers an impoftant period in American history, and builds on the
skills acquired from the original instructiorl and gach successive novel.

BUDGETI

Oul budget, included with this proposal, will be supplemenled by money iiom bolh the UHS
Language Arls arrd Social Studies departments. Specifically, the departments will be providing
money and professional development for futher training in the teaching of graphic novels. Also,
the CUS!- $aDt would be integrated into the cufficulum that will use new books that have been
purchased through the Language Arts department. CUSF would be responsible for the pruchase of
the studeDt copies of each graphic novel, and UHS would be responsible for all ofthe teacher
training and materials.



FULFILLMENT OF THE CUSF MISSION:

We believe fiat this proposal fits the mission ofCUSF extremely well. By providing the funding
lbr the use ofgraphic novels in the social studies and English departments, CUSF will be belping
UHS to implenent cutting-cdge instruction that will be provided to a wide variety ofurbana
strdents. As this is a bland-new, research driveD course we expect that the money provided tllough
the grant will help us leach UrbaDa shrdents in iunovative ways. And we know that lhis prograrn
not only be successful during the 2009/2010 school years, but for nany morc years to come.

GOALS AND OUTCOMES:

The goal oI the new American Studies coursc is to help students achieve higher rcading
conlprehension and analysis skills, and to inprovc their writing ofpersuasive essays. To that cnd,
we will design bolh lbrnutive and summative assessments that will accurately and repeatcdly
Dlcasulo studcDt achievcn]cDt in these core areas. Spcoilically, studcnt progress in reading
comprchension and analysis will be measured from tbe beginning ofthc ycar to the end and results
will bc categorized and analyzed quarterly and atthc end ofthe year- StudcDts will also be expeclcd
to writc at lcast one 3-5 pagc persuasive essay about the topics covcrcd in cach graphic novel every
quarter, which will be graded with consistent rubrics. The persuasive essays will be taught in
accordance with UHS Write Traits standards, and our literacy and writing partners will be very
involved in this stage ofthe course to eosule the highest quality ofinstruction, We expcct dfamalic
iDcreases in student w ting abilities by thc end oflhe year, as the use ol'lhe graphic novels has bcor
showr to dccpcn studcDt knowlcdge about the material. which translatcs iDto bcttcr writing.

PAIITNEIi,SHIP:

As this course is bascd upon the idea ofcollaboration, our partnerships arc crucial to thc success of
thc proposal. Our most important partnership will bc betwccn thc l,anguagc Arts and SociaL SlrLdies
dcpartments at UI'IS, and with Anrerican StrLdies teachcrs from both dcpartmcnts. Wcwill also
Lltilize the expertise of Iilofature specialists at both fic Univcrsity of lllinois (Phil Wilcler). lJr.bana
lligh School (Carol Casbccf) and Urbana Flee Library (Carol lnskeep), Finally, wc willpartner
with iur Assistart Prol'essor liom the U ve$ity oflllinois Depaxtment o1'English (Spencar
Schailier) who will assist bofi the teachers and tlre studelts in be|.er understanding how to Llsc
graphic novels in the classroom.

ADAPTABILITY:

This proiect is designed to be a seed program lbr a bigger change in the crl.ficulum at Ur.bana Fliglr
School. We hope to creale a course that will bg adopted by other teaohels inourdepa ment. We
axe also hopeful that success in this course will lead to presentations at rcgional and national
conferences where we iltend to push the idca ofgraphic novels as a tool ibr deeper klowledge of
both history and literatue.
.I'ECHNOLOGY:

This proposal does nol requirc the use oftechnology, but rve cxpect to usc tbc sollware program
"Comic [-ifc" to assist our students in their understalding ofthe graphic novel medium.
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Integrating Craphic Novels into a New American Studies Curriculum

Itemized Detailed Budget:

Books for the Classroom (based on expected enrollment of60 students):

1 . Understandinq Comics by Scott Mccloud
Description: "This detail-packed book includes a hisloty oJ comics that reaches back to pre-
Columbian picture manuscripts dnd EEypti.tn monuments and a running lnalysis ofcomics ds
ctrt, literature, and communicalion. "
List Price: $22.95 / 20% PFAA DiscouDt = $18.36 ea: $550,80 for 30 copies (class set only)

2. The Anival by Shaun Tan
Description: "Tan ca\Mes the st/uggles andjoy ofthe imniglant experience thtough cleur,
mesme zillg inages vhich lell lhe story of a mdn vho leaws his homeland and his /amiu to
build a better lilb. " ListPrioe; $19.99 hardcover
20% Retailer Discount = $15.99 each - $479.70 1br 30 copies (class se1 only)

3. Kings in Disguise by Jarnes Vance and David Bun
Descdplion: "Slory of a young man's adtenlures and coming of age during the Great
Deprcssion." List Price: $16.95 paperback
20% Retailer Discount = $13.56 ea = $813.60 for 60 copies

4. Walchmen by Alan Moore
Description: " lt all begins v,ith the parunoid delusions ofct hal./:insane hero cdlled Rorschuch-
but is he really insane or has he, inJAcL uncovered a plot to muldet supeFheroes and possihly
millions ofinnocent civilians? Following two generalions oJ manked super-heroes.from lhe
close oflyotld lYqr II to the icy ;h.tdow of the Cold Wqr cones this grcundbrcaking comic
story:the story ofThe l cllchmen." List Price: $19.95 paperback
20% Retailer Discount = $15,96 ea - $957.60 for 60

5. Pride of Baghdad by Blian K. Vaughan
Destriptlon: In the spring o1 2003, a pride ofliors escapedJi'om the Baghdad Zoo dwing an
American bombing rclid, roqming the streets in d desperale shuggle for their lives. "Pride of
Baghdad" raises questions about the true meaning ofliberqlion--cqn il be give olisiteamed
only lhrough self-dete/tuinalion and sctcti/ice? " List Price: $19.99 hardcover
20% Retailer Discount = $15.99 ea: $959.40 for 60

Tcaching Rcsources:

1 Grapblsslqrylglli4g_alllYjqu4lNaIlquyg by Will Eisner
Lisl Prioe: $22.95 / 25%o PFAA Discount = $ 17.21 ea = $34.42 for 2 copies (UHS)

2. Getting Graphic: Using Graphic by Michele Gonnan
Lisl Price $36.95 / 25% PFAA Discount = $27.71 ea: $55.43 for 2 copies (UHS)

Graphic Novelsr CUSF Master Grant Proposal: $3761.10

Teaching Resources: UHS Language AIts and Social Studies Departments: 589.85


