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...And “ACTION!”
20 Champaign and Urbana High School graduates
committed time and talent in helping CUSF create
Public Service Announcements before the holidays.
With a generous  in-kind donation from the Prairie
Production Group, Inc., we have been creating 30
second spots to air on local television! Why? One of
our concerns here at the Foundation is how to reach
the 75% of the community that does not have children
in our schools to communicate to them how important
their support of the schools is to our community life.
With the volunteer help of Lee Ann Donner, an
experienced television producer, we realized that every
day in every way we are all supported by members of
our community that we educated as a community.  This

is such an important factor to everyone’s quality of life
here in Champaign-Urbana and our sense of
community pride.  Completing these spots with the
help of PPG employee, Sam Ambler, a UHS graduate,
was fun and time-consuming, and definitely eye-
opening, as we met people across the community that
have chosen to stay here to work, to raise their
families, to contribute and to grow in a strong
hometown.

...we realized that every
day, in every way, we are
all supported by members
of our community that we
have educated as a
community...

SpeakingSpeakingSpeakingSpeakingSpeaking
of Graduates..of Graduates..of Graduates..of Graduates..of Graduates.. .
Mark your calendars for the 5th
Annual Distinguished Alumni
Luncheon hosted by the
Champaign Urbana Schools
Foundation at the IHotel on
April 24, 2009! This event
celebrates nominated graduates
from our high schools who have
distinguished themselves through
their lives of work, service and
accomplishment.  The volunteer
planning committee, lead by Unit
4 graduate, Penny Porter, is
creating an experience to
remember as we salute Urbana
High graduate, Nancy Thies,
1975, and Central High
graduate, Sabina Alkir e,
1986, in addition to the post-
humous recognition of
Urbana High graduate, David
Foster Wallace, 1980. A
private reception with the
honorees will be held on April
23, 2009 for Corporate Sponsors
and Patron Package Holders.
Our luncheon program will
include proclamations from our
City Mayors, entertainment from
our schools and speeches from
our honorees.  Sponsorship,
Patron-Package or general
ticket information is available on
the CUSF website or at the
CUSF office by calling 217-384-
4332.
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P.O. Box 1166
Champaign, IL  61824-1166

217-384-4332
info@CUSchoolsFoundation.org
www.CUSchoolsFoundation.org

Go to www.CUSchoolsFoundation.org to DONATE on-line at our secure Give2Schools website!
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Check out our new Valentine’s Day
cards featuring colorful CU school
student artwork for you to send to
the faculty and staff you choose!  Go
to the CUSF Store at www.IDEA-
Store.org or to the main CUSF
website and click on our store link.
You can buy individual cards or
packs to send to all your favorite
valentines!  Proceeds of card sales
support CUSF and our local PTSAs.

  eborah Fell is a special
  education teacher at
  Urbana High School in the

newly established Learning Center.
Ms. Fell has been teaching for 31
years with 29 of those years at
Urbana High School.  Two years
ago, she was charged with
restructuring the special education
department to streamline testing and
accommodations procedures for
students with  Individual Education
Plans (IEP) to insure greater
accountability.  After researching
available software as well as visiting
the Learning Resource Centers at
Parkland College and the University
of Illinois, Ms. Fell decided to
acquire a program called Kurzweil
3000 which she was able to
purchase with the Master Grant she
received from CUSF.

This cutting-edge
instructional technology allows any
written text to be scanned, then
displayed on the computer screen
and read in a very human-like voice.
Text can be read with words and
sentences highlighted to increase
visual reinforcement.  Staff can
access online books for free,
allowing students access to a much
richer variety of materials for their
work.  Additional benefits include the
ability to scan tests so students have
auditory input to help increase test
scores, flexible writing tools to
increase writing fluency and accuracy
and enlarging text for students with
vision deficits.  Teachers can also
import instructional support tools to
meet the specific needs of the
different students.  Having the
Kurzweil 3000 program in the high
school will potentially benefit much
more of the student body than the
IEP students because it can be
accessed from the computer lab and

library.  English-as-Second-
Language students, students with
504 accommodations as well as the
regular population of students can

benefit from this software.  Ms. Fell
hs observed that since the students
self-initiate their visits to the Learning
Center, another positive result is that
it affects self-esteem for students by
fostering independence.  Students
often teach each other how to use
the program and the equip-ment.  All
of this helps make the transition to a
college learning center easier.

There is only one computer
in the Learning Center with the
capacity to run a sophisticated
program like the The Kurzweil 3000
which can accommodate up to 5
users at one time.  It is Ms. Fell’s
goal to obtain additional computers
that will be able to run this program
so that more of the approximately
200 students with IEP’s will be able
access the program at one time.

$$YOUR      YOUR      YOUR      YOUR      YOUR                  at Work!

Join us as we build a 100-business-
strong campaign of small
businesses in CU that together are
supporting our schools!  For $100
your business is included in updates
and a yearly breakfast meeting that
specifically gives you a forum for
hearing from our districts.  And, if
you have a graduate of our schools
working for you, your contribution
supports acknowledgement of your
grad on the CUSF Honor Roll in
MAY 2009.  JOIN today by calling
217-384-4332 or going to our
website and clicking on

Campaign $100!
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Go to www.CUSchoolsFoundation.org to DONATE on-line at our secure Give2Schools website!

Thank you for your support!
We love to have your feedback!

Please call Gail Rost at
217-384-4332 or email at

info@CUSchoolsFoundation.org
to tell us what you think!

Want off the mailing list?  Con-
tact us and we will take care of it!

Social Studies for the 21Social Studies for the 21Social Studies for the 21Social Studies for the 21Social Studies for the 21 ststststst  Century Century Century Century Century

Social Studies
can truly be a
fun subject
when it engages
the students at
their level using
technology that
excites them.

eth Davis is a second grade
teacher at Carrie Busey
Elementary School in

Champaign.  This year Unit 4 is
implementing a new social studies
curriculum for the elementary grades.
The new curriculum is based on
inquiry and research.  Meeting the
goals for the new curriculum has
posed a challenge for the teachers
since funding to support the lessons
has not been available.  To meet this
challenge Ms. Davis is planning to
establish a research center in her
classroom for students to use as part
of the new curriculum.  The Research
Center will consist of an existing
classroom computer and LCD
projector plus a scanner/printer
purchased with her Splash Grant.
Ms. Davis will assist the students as
they begin learning how to research
various topics on the internet.  The
scanner/printer will allow her students
to print out research from the internet
as well as scan items that they have
collected and project them onto the
wall for their classmates to see.  This

added technology will greatly enhance
the inquiry skills of the students as
they learn to research any topic
through the Internet.

Two teachers at Stratton Elementary
School are taking a more experiential
approach to some of the Social
Studies units they are teaching this
year.  Mary Ciaccio is purchasing
interactive simulations on the colonial
period of America with her Splash
Grant.  These simulations allow the
students to immerse themselves into
the lives of the colonists of early
America.  She is also purchasing
period artifacts and costumes along
with books on the lives of famous
early Americans such as Thomas
Jefferson and Ben Franklin.  Zanne
Newman will be teaching her fourth
graders a unit on immigration past and
present which will incorporate oral
histories recorded with the new Flip
Video Cameras she purchased with
her Splash Grant.  Her project titled
“Voices from our Past” will help bring
this subject alive and deeply engage

the students in what immigration
means personally and in the wider
world.  Ms. Newman said that she
“loves the idea of students collecting
historical information and making
sure that it is preserved for future
generations, oral histories are a fun
and practical way to do research.”
Social Studies can truly be a fun
subject when it engages the students
at their level using technology that
excites them.

Check out the CUSF BLOG at
www.CUSchoolsFoundation.org
to watch the video from Ms.
Newman’s Class!!

         B
Zanne Newman’s 4th grade classroom makes a stairwell-size THANK YOU for the Champaign
Urbana Schools Foundation SPLASH Grant which purchased Flip Video Cameras for Newman’s
Oral HIstory Unit at Stratton Elementary School in Unit 4.
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Champaign Urbana Schools Foundation
Board of Directors 2008-2009
Of f i ce rsOf f i ce rsOf f i ce rsOf f i ce rsOf f i ce rs

Phil Van Ness, Chair

Anne Broom, Vice-Chair

Kent Williamson, Treasurer

Julia Guth, Secretary

Appointed Board PositionsAppointed Board PositionsAppointed Board PositionsAppointed Board PositionsAppointed Board Positions

Arthur Culver, Unit 4 Superintendent;

Preston Williams, USD 116 Superintendent;

John Dimit, USD 116 Board Representative;

Scott MacAdam, Unit 4 Board Representative;

Kevin Erlinger, USD 116 Teacher Representative;

Cindy Schmidt, CSD 4 Teacher Representative

At-Large Board MembersAt-Large Board MembersAt-Large Board MembersAt-Large Board MembersAt-Large Board Members

Tom Berns

Paul Faraci

C.K. Gunsalus

Paul Hobbs

Sharon Lash

James Quisenberry

Jen Shelby

Joan Walls

David Wetherell

Brenda Wiggins

CUSF StaffCUSF StaffCUSF StaffCUSF StaffCUSF Staff

Gail Rost, Executive Director

Roxann Bossenbroek, Assoc. Executive Director

Patricia Dessen, Director of Programs and Fund Development

CUSF MissionCUSF MissionCUSF MissionCUSF MissionCUSF Mission
To enrich its community, the
Champaign Urbana Schools Founda-
tion is committed to encouraging
educational initiatives and facilitating
excellence in education in the public
elementary and secondary schools of
Champaign-Urbana, Illinois.

Check our websites:
www.CUSchoolsFoundation.org

www.SplashOnLine.info
www.IDEA-Store.org

Tough Economic Times Make Unrestricted Support
of the Foundation More Crucial than EVER!
CUSF, as your public foundation, is working hard for you to have a positive
impact on our public schools through continually trying to raise the profile of the
critcal importance of public education and its quality to our community health.
We do this through community engagement at all levels and constant discus-
sions with the districts and you.  Our relationships with your organizations,
corporations and you as individuals is paying off as we bring new money into
the districts beyond tax dollars. Some funding comes to us as restricted - this
means it can only be used for a particular purpose in our schools.  Splash
Grants are a good example of this as are most of our endowments.  Unfortu-
nately, we have operational costs - which we try to keep to the bare minimum -
that we have to raise, from you, continually.  As we seek more streams of
funding - special events, grants, the CU Store, we hope to diminish our needs
for your operational support - but right now, we need your support. So, please
make an unrestricted donation to CUSF general fund. And give us feedback.
This is your foundation for investing in our schools.

What would YOU do with $200,000?What would YOU do with $200,000?What would YOU do with $200,000?What would YOU do with $200,000?What would YOU do with $200,000?
he Champaign Urbana Schools Foundation is investing it this year in our 23 local public schools.  For the 2008-
2009 school year CUSF is awarding Splash Grants to more than 380 educators, positively effecting at least
500 classrooms and ultimately thousands of students.
30% or $60,000 of the grants are funding technology for the classrooms, such as LCD projectors, Smartboards,

wireless writing slates and 3D document cameras.  20% or $40,000 of the grants are purchasing books.  The arts are
benefiting from 8% or $17,500 in grants.  Our Splash grants are also funding science materials, field trips, curriculum and
classroom supplies.  The Foundation plans to continue the program for two more years investing up to $600,000 in our
Champaign Urbana public schools.

Teachers are enthusiastic about how the Splash grants are helping their students.  Phil Webber, a fifth grade
teacher at Kenwood Elementary commented, “I know it may seem like a small thing, but the addition of so many
new books all at once really energized my class.  Students who normally don’t get excited about reading were
waiting in line to see what the fuss was about.”  Urbana Middle School teacher, Leslie McClintock wrote, “I am
excited about the Reading and Theater Connections Project and know the students will benefit greatly from the
experience.”

The scope of the Splash grant program is impressive.   With the commitment of community business
leaders, CUSF has been able to invest nearly 6 times more in local public education this year compared to last year.
Nationally public schools are increasingly looking to private investment upon realizing public funding is insufficient for
their educational needs.  Today there are approximately 6,500 local public education foundations in the United States.
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